


Notes to Caregivers: 

Address: 

215 Lightfoot Rd, Wimauma, FL 33598  

Park Hours: 

The park is open 8:00 a.m. until sundown, 365 days a year. 

The Ranger Station is open 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 365 days a year. 

Fees: 

$5.00 per vehicle.  Limit of 2-8 people per vehicle. 

$4.00 single occupant vehicle. 

$2.00 pedestrians, bicyclists, extra passengers, passengers in vehicle with holder of Annual Individual Entrance 

Pass. 

 

 Pets are allowed in the park, however visitors are responsible for cleaning up after their pets and keeping 

them on a leash or under the owner’s control. Pets may not be left unattended. Service animals are 

welcome in all visitor use areas of the park. 

 Trails are long and secluded  

 There are numerous water fountains in the park, but the drinking water may or may not be cold. You are 

welcome to bring water bottles from home. There is also ice for sale at the ranger station.  

 

Maps are located on the following pages 











I am going to Little Manatee River State 

Park! There are a lot of activities at Little 

Manatee River, like hiking, fishing, biking, 

and camping. The adult I am with will tell me 

the things we will see and do. 



There is a trail that is separate 

from the main entrance to the 

park. This trail is for walking, 

running, or riding bikes. If we are 

using this trail, we must pay a 

small park fee. We will leave our 

money in a yellow collection box. 

Sometimes this trail gets flooded if 

there has been a lot of rain. We will 

read the signs in the bulletin board 

display to see if and where the trail 

is closed. 

IMPORTANT: This trail does not have any bathrooms along the way! 



If we are going to the main 

entrance of the park, I will see the 

Lake Manatee River State Park sign. 

We will drive through a gate that 

is always open if the park is open. 

When the park closes at night, the 

gate is shut and locked. 

If I am camping overnight with my 

family or group, we will be given a 

special code to open the gate. 



Next we will stop at the ranger station. Here, we will meet someone who 

works at the park and pay a small fee to get into the park for the day. 



We might need to park our car and go inside the ranger station. There is a door in the 

back of the station that says “Camper Registration.” Inside the station we can buy ice or 

firewood, rent bikes or canoes, and ask questions we have about the park. 



While I am visiting the park, I may see white cars or trucks with “Florida Park Service” 

stickers on them. I may also see men or women in brown uniforms. These people are 

called park rangers and they are there to make sure everyone is having fun and being 

safe. I can look for them if I have any questions or need help. 



At the park we will be spending most of our 

time outside. I may see or hear the many 

different kinds of animals that live in the park as 

they move through the grass, trees, and water. 

I may hear bugs or birds chirping and singing. 

Many people find the sounds of the outdoors 

relaxing, but if it bothers me, I can wear my 

headphones or listen to music. 

It is a good idea to wear bug spray and sunscreen at the park. 



I may see “prescribed burn” 

signs, or areas that look like they 

have been burned down by fire. 

A prescribed burn is a fire that is 

set on purpose. Sometimes, the 

people who work at the park 

burn certain areas to help keep 

the plants and animals in the 

park healthy. The fire kills all the 

bad stuff that might hurt them! 



This area is called the 

“River Steps”. We can 

go down the steps to 

look at the water, but 

there is no swimming 

allowed. If we want, 

we can fish off the 

steps. 



There are a lot of trails in Little 

Manatee River State Park. The 

signs help keep me on the right 

trail so I do not get lost. Some trails 

allow horses on them and some do 

not. If the horses are not allowed 

on the trails, I will see a “no horses” 

signs that looks like this. 



If horses are allowed, I may see a horse sign or a horseshoe above 

the trail number. I am allowed to walk on the horse trails, but I will 

watch out for horses and be calm if I see one. 



There are three different pavilions 

in the park. We can stop here to 

rest in the shade or have 

something to eat. Or, I may be 

visiting the park for a party with my 

friends and family and we will 

celebrate in the pavilion. 



Near pavilion 1, there 

is a large grill where 

an adult I am with can 

cook hamburgers, 

hotdogs, vegetables, 

and other picnic food. 

I will keep my hands to 

myself and be careful 

around the grill. 

Behind pavilion 1 is 

where they store the 

canoes owned by the 

park. We may or may 

not rent a canoe on 

this visit. If we are 

renting a canoe, we 

will launch it off the 

path to the right of the 

canoe rack. 



There are three different 

restrooms in the park. The 

restrooms mostly look the 

same, but the one near the 

campsite is the biggest 

because it has showers and a 

place to do laundry! Lots of 

people camp at the park for a 

few days, so they may need to 

take showers or wash clothes 

during their visit. 

Near the campsite 

bathroom I will also 

see a circle of 

benches around a fire 

pit. Sometimes the 

park rangers will sit 

with the campers 

around a fire here and 

tell stories. 



If I am camping with my family 

or group overnight, we will be 

given a camp spot at the park 

ranger station. We may set up 

an RV or a tent in our camp 

spot. We will see other people 

camping too. 



Each campsite has a picnic 

bench, grill, water faucet, 

and box for electricity. 



Other places we might visit or play 

at the park are the playground or 

amphitheater. 
There is also a large 

lake in the park 

called Dude Lake. 

Dude Lake is a great 

place to fish, or just 

relax and enjoy 

nature. But, I will not 

swim at Dude Lake 

because there 

might be alligators in 

the water!  



When we are done visiting we will pack our things, 

making sure to throw away all of our trash and 

clean up for the next visitors to enjoy. 


